Intraarterial thrombolysis trials in acute ischemic stroke.
Stroke is a common cause of death and disability in industrialized nations. Technical advances and the increased availability of noninvasive brain imaging techniques have permitted precise and early diagnosis of acute cerebral ischemia. This has made emergent thrombolytic therapy for rapid restoration of cerebral perfusion increasingly possible. Herein, the authors present a review of the clinical trials investigating acute stroke treatment with intraarterial thrombolysis.